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Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941; 119 minutes)

Cinematography: Gregg Toland

Editor: Mark Robson, Robert Wise

Music: Bernard Herrmann

Costumes: Edward Stevenson

Art Directors: Van Nest Poglase, Perry Ferguson

Screenplay: Herman J. Mankiewicz & Orson Welles 
Special Effects: Vernon Walker, Linwood Dunn

Cast

Charles F. Kane (Orson Welles)

Kane's mother (Agnes Moorehead)

Jed Leland (Joseph Cotton)

Walter Thatcher (George Coulouris)

Emily Norton Kane (Ruth Warrick)

Thompson (William Alland)

Susan Alexander Kane (Dorothy Commingore)

Bernstein (Everett Sloan)

Raymond (Paul Stewart)

Mr. Carter (Erskine Sanford)

Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com)
Multimillionaire newspaper tycoon Charles Foster Kane (a thinly veiled surrogate for real-life media mogul William Randolph Hearst) dies alone in his extravagant mansion, Xanadu, speaking a single enigmatic word: “Rosebud.” Attempting to figure out the meaning of this word, a reporter tracks down the people who worked and lived with Kane; they tell their stories in a series of flashbacks that reveal much about Kane's life—but are they enough to unlock the riddle of his dying word?
Questions for Discussion
1.  What patterned, repeated elements (motifs) do you find in the film? What parallelisms, differences, and variations exist among characters, lines of action, and settings?

2.  Why do you think the film offers multiple narrators? How is this motivated by the film?

3.  Some critics argue that "Rosebud" tells us a good deal about Charles Foster Kane; others maintain that it's just a cute device to unify the film but that it tells us nothing about the character. What do you think "Rosebud" tell us about Charles Foster Kane?
4.  Each narrator in Citizen Kane describes a different period and aspect of Kane's life. Consider how each narrator’s range and depth are related to each character's judgment of Kane's personality and why you think the filmmakers chose to limit or expand each narrator’s range and depth this way. Then create a chart with three columns, one for each of the following:

COLUMN A) How many narrators are there? List each narrator and a word or two to explain what period/details of Kane’s life each describes. (Hint: all of the film's narrators are not listed on the 2nd page of this sheet; there is another.)

COLUMN B) What range of narration does each narrator demonstrate? Omniscient or restricted? (Note: for this assignment, do not compare the characters’ range of knowledge to the viewer’s range. Instead, consider the characters’ ranges; how much does each character know relative to the other characters?)
COLUMN C) What depth of narration does each narrator demonstrate? Objective or subjective?
Distinction between STORY and plot:

STORY: the account of events in chronological order. It consists of all the events that are shown in the plot, as well as those that we actively infer or assume to have occurred. In addition to the events, the story includes their causal relationships, order, duration, and frequency.

PLOT:  the actual presentation of story events in a film. Plot rearranges the chronology of the story, can withhold important events, and compress or expand the duration of events. The plot also includes non-diegetic material (e.g., opening credits, musical commentary, features of the film which do not affect the characters or events).


STORY order and events in Citizen Kane:
1.  Kane's childhood: mine discovery, sent off with Thatcher

2.  At the Inquirer: Kane makes it a crusade and creates "news"

3.  First Marriage: to Emily, and its dissolution

4.  Susan Alexander: meeting, mistress

5.  Political campaign: speeches, Gettys meeting, defeat

6.  Opera: Susan's practice, performance, tour, and suicide attempt

7.  Xanadu: life in Xanadu (puzzles, picnic), Susan leaves Kane

8.  Death: "Rosebud"

9.  Investigation: newsreel screening, journalists' discussion of
 "Rosebud, dead or alive," Thompson begins to investigate

10.  Discussions of Thompson's investigation

PLOT order and events in Citizen Kane:
8.  Death: Rosebud, etc.

9.  Newsreel: 8, 7, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

9.   Thatcher: 1, 2

9.   Bernstein: 2, 3

9.   Leland: 3, 4, 5, 6

9.   Susan: 6, 7

9.  Raymond: 7

10.  Discussions

Narrative & Narration terms


Story


Plot


    Diegetic


    Non-diegetic


Offscreen space


Temporal Order


    Flashback


    Flashforward


Frequency


Real time


Duration


    Ellipsis


Plot time


Story time


Screen time


Range


    Unrestricted/Omniscient


    Restricted


Depth


    Objective


    Subjective


Exposition


In media res


Surrealism/Dream Logic








